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IL A Relation of the ftrange Effefts of Thunder and 
Lightning, which happened at Mrs. Clofe V Houfe at 
New-Forge, in the County of Down in Ireland, on 
the yth of Auguft, 1707- Communicated by 
Samuel Molyneux Effa Secretary of the Philo- 
fophical Society at Dublin. 

HEN. I went to wait upon this Gentlewoman, a- 
bout a Fortnight after, to inform my felfin all 
the Particulars of this Extraordinary Accident, (he then 
told me, That the whole Day was Clofe, Hot and Sul- 
try, little or no Wind ftirring until towards the Even- 
ing 5 That there was a fmall Breeze with fome mizling 
Rain , which lafted about an Hour 5 That as the Airdark- 
ned after Sun fet, (he faw feveral faint Flaflies of Light- 
ning, and heard fome Thunder Claps as at a diftance 1 
That between ten and eleven a Clock both were very vi- 
olent and terrible, and fo increafed and came on more 
frequent until a little before twolve a Clock 5 That one 
Flam of Lightning and Clap of Thunder came both at 
the fame time lowder and more dreadful than all the reft, 
which, as (he thought, (hook aud inflamed the whole 
Houfe 5 and being fenfible at that Inftant of a violent 
Crrong Sulphureous Smell in her Chamber, which (he did 
not perceive before now, and feeling a thick grofs Duft 
falling on her Hands and Face as (he lay in Bed, (he con- 
cluded no I . fs than that part of her Houfe was thrown 
down by the Thunder, or fet 'on Fire by the Lightning ; 
That arifing in this Fright, (he called up her Family, and 
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Candles being lighted, (be found her Bed-chamber fall of 
Smoak and Duft, as alfo the Kitchin that was beneath It ? 
The reft of the Houfe being fafe, (lie was not follicitous 
at that time about any other damage (he might have fu£ 
tained, more than that (he obferved the Looking -glafi, 
that hung in her Chamber, to be broken. 

The next day again (he found upon further fearch and 
inquiry, that part of the Top or CornKh of the Chimney* 
which ftood without that Gabel-end of the Houfe where 
her Chamber was, was ftruck offj That part of the 
Copeing of the Splay of the Gabelend k felf was broken 
down, and the Shingles on the Roof adjoyning thereto 
(to the number of 12 or 16) were raifed or ruffled, but 
none (hatter'd or carry 'd away 3 That part of the Ceiling 
in her Chamber beneath thofe Shingles was forced dowo^ 
and part of the Plaifter and Pinning Stones of the adjoin- 
ing Wall, was alio broken off and loofened, (the whole 
Breach 16 or 20 Inches broad.) That at this place there 
was left on the Wall a fmutted Scar or Trace, as if made 
black by the Smoak of a Candle, which was directed 
downwards towards another place on the fame Wall 
whereon a Breach was alfo made as the former, and of 
the fame Dimenfions, part of which was behind the place 
where the Looking-glafs did hang 3 That the Boards 
on the back of a large hair Trunk full of Table and other 
Linnen, (landing beneath the Looking-Glafs, were forced 
in, and fplinter'd as if by the Blow of a Smith's Sledge 5 
That two parts of three of the Linnen within this Trunk 
were pierced or cut thro\ the Cut appearing of a. Qua- 
drangular Wgure, and between two or three Inches over 5 
That the End of the Trunk was likewife forced out, as 
the Back was drove in 3 That at about two Foot diftance 
from the End of this Trunk (where the Floor and the 
Side- Wall of the Houfe joyn'd) there was a fmall Breach 
made in the Plaifter, where a imali Chink or Crevice was 
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to be feen between the fide Board of the Floor and the 
Wall, fo wide as that a Man could thruft his Fingers 
down 5 and that juft beneath this again in the Eiichin 
the Ceiling was forced down, and feme of the Lime or 
Plaifter of the Wall broke off; That exa&Iy under this 
again flood a large Tub or Veffel of Wood inclofed with z 
Crib made of Brick and Lime, which was broke and 
fplinter'd'all to pieces, and raoft of the Brick and Lime- 
Work about it forced and fcattered about the Kitchin. 

As the Gentlewoman gave me this Account, I went 
from place to place viewing each particular ; and as I 
found all was done on or near the Gabelend of the 
Houfe, I have endeavoured to explain this Deferiptioa 
by a Draught thereof, wherein the feveral Breaches are 
diftinguifhed : And as I conceived all to be effected by 
fome Irrefiftible Body, Fhave alfo by two Parallel Lines 
traced out its Irregular Motion. [See the Figure.'] 

The further Circumftances judged material to be offer- 
ed, which cannot be represented in the Draught, are 
there; That the Looking glafs was broke with tharVio- 
lence, that there was not a Piece of it to be found of the 
largenefs of Half a Crown 5 That feveral Peices of it were 
flicking like Hail-fhot in the Chamber Door (being of 
Oak) and on the other fide of the Room 5 That feveral 
of the Edges and Corners of fome of the Pieces of the 
broken Glafs were tinged of a Light Flame Colour, as if 
heated in the Fire 5 that the Curtains of the Bed were 
cut in feveral Pieces, thought to be done by the Pieces of 
the Glafs ; That feveral Pieces of Muflin and Wearing 
Linnen, left (on going to Bed) by this Gentlewoman 
and Daughter on the great hair Trunk, were thrown and 
fcatter'd about the Room, no way finged or fcorched 5 
and yet the Hair on the Back of the Trunk, where tho 
Breach was made, was finged 5 That the uppermoft part 
of the Linnen within the Trunek was fafe and well, and 
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the lowermoft Parcel, confifting of 3 50 odd Ply of Lin* 
nen, pierced thro*, of which none was any wayfmutted, 
but the uppermoft Ply of a Tablecloath that Jay above 
all the reft. The Gentlewoman told me, there was a 
yellow Singe or Stain perceivable on fome part of the 
other Linnen fo damaged the next day 5 and that the 
whole' Linnen fmelt ftrong of Sulphur ^ but neither this 
yellow Stain or Smell was perceivable when I was there: 
That the GMs of two Windows in the Bed-Chamber 
above, afnd two Windows in the Kitchin beneath, was 
fo (battered, that there was fcarceone whole Pane left in 
any of them 5 That the Pewter, Brafs, and Iron Furni- 
ture in the Kitchin were thrown down, and fcatter'd a- 
bout the Kitchin, particularly a large Girdle about 20 
Pounds weight, that hung upon an Iron Hook near the 
Ceiling, was found lying on the Floor 3 That a Cat was 
found Dead the mxt Morning in the Kitchin, with its 
Legs extended as in a going pofture, in the middle of the 
Floor, with no other Sign of being hurt, than that the 
Furr was finged a little about the fetting on of the 
Tail. 

The Gentlewoman told me too, That about fome few 
Days before this Accident happened to her, (he removed 
a Table Prefs-Bed from the Place where the Hair Trunk 
flood, wherein two little Girls (her Daughters) ufed to 
lie 5 which Ihe looked upon as a particular Piece of Pro- 
vidence, 

I muft further remark, That the Wall both above and 
below a little Window in the fame Gabel-end was fo 
(hatter'd at the fame time, that the Light could be feea 
thro' the Crevices in the Wall 5 and that upon a la*ge 
Stone on the outfide of the Wall beneath this Window, 
was to be feen a mark, as if made by the ftroke of a 
Smith's Sledge or large Iron Crow, with which a Splinter 
or piece of the Stone was broken off of fome Pounds 
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I was farther informed, That from the time of that great 
Tinder clap both the Thunder and Lightning diminiflrd 
gradually, fo that in an Hours time all was ftill and quiet 
again. 
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111 Fart of a Letter from Dr. Archibald Adams, 
to 3)r. Hans Sloane, ${. $. Seer, concerning an 
Jpople&icJ^ <Perfon y in whom, from an ObftruBimi 
in the Left Ventricle of the Brain^ the Nerves on the 
Oppofite fide were affe&ed. 

Norwich^ February f 8. l joy: 

SOME time ago I opened the Head of a Woman who 
dy'd of an Apoplexy, and An the left Ventricle of 
the Brain I found betwixt four and five Ounces of clot- 
tered Blood, in the right Ventricle no Blood at all, but 
every thing as ufualj and all the Nerves which command- 
ed the right fide of the Body were as ftrong as any I ever 
obferv'd in a found Animal, efpecially in their Origin, 
and as far as I could trace them in their courfe. It was 
my Opinion, that which ever Ventricle the Obftru&ion 
was in, the Nerves and Mulcles correfponding to that fide 
were affe&ed, but here the contrary appeared plainly 5 
for altho' the Ohftru&ion was in the left Ventricle, yet 
the fenfe and motion of the right fide were intirely loft, 
and the fmall remains of either were obfervable in the 
Mt fide. 
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